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Roel Vandermeeren:  
Studio View / Grotto 

Roel Vandermeeren develops an artistic practice rooted in the complex 
relationships between individuals and cultures, operating within both mi-
cro- and macro-social contexts. In a society that is becoming increasingly 
fragmented, he questions what “culture” still means today. His studio is 
not merely a workspace or storage area, but functions as an alternative 
model; a dynamic crossroads where thinking, making, and remembering 
continuously influence one another. Within this context, Vandermeeren 
explores the tension between perception and representation. His work is 
grounded in the paradox of  space: his paintings act as portals that suggest 
depth, while in reality, they are no more than pigment on a flat surface, an 
illusion that simultaneously reveals and denies space.

Vandermeeren’s investigation into perspective begins with the illusion of  
depth on a two-dimensional plane, a classical visual language that he deli-
berately challenges and distorts. In his ink drawings, he breaks traditional 
perspective rules not to reject spatiality, but to offer it new possibilities. 
By abandoning linear perspective, he creates room for alternative visual 
forms, where pictorial elements can develop more freely. These visual di-
stortions become essential tools to manipulate the structure of  objects and 
space, allowing the artist to transcend his own mental models.

This exploration of  spatiality continues in a series of  manipulated ink 
drawings, which are copied, folded, cut, and rearranged into new forms. 
The resulting compositions resemble still lifes that evoke an “architecture 
of  the former”, a system in which copies transcend themselves, question 
the original, and continuously generate new images. Each creation de-
pends on what came before, yet distances itself  from it, triggering a chain 
reaction of  visual iterations.

This method reaches its full potential in Vandermeeren’s oil paintings. The 
slow drying time of  the medium allows for constant revision: painting over, 
reconstructing, erasing, and starting again. Motifs reappear in ever-chan-
ging constellations, fragments of  earlier works are reused, shifted, and re-
contextualized. What emerges are layered networks in which space, ideas, 
and memory intersect as motifs. The result is not a fixed image, but a tem-
porary state within an ongoing process of  becoming.

Within this framework, the studio is more than a place of  production, it is a 
breeding ground where matter, thought, and culture converge. Vanderme-
eren’s work does not illustrate a single idea; rather, it forms an open-ended 
process of  thought, in which image, space, and time are in constant mo-
tion. Art is not a conclusion, but a field of  negotiation between illusion and 
truth, between material resistance and mental projection. It is within this 
constant tension that his work finds its strength: not in offering answers, but 
in opening a field of  possibilities, where the image becomes a temporary 
moment of  meaning, always ready to be responded to.
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